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he was disappointed. Sir Edward Grey, the new British
Foreign Secretary, held firmly to his predecessor's policy. His
support of France at the algeciras coherence (1906) com-
pelled Germany to be satisfied with a general guarantee of the
political independence of Morocco, together with some trivial
concessions on the Congo.
§ 176. czarist russia,—There was one awkward point about
the Entente: Britain's bad relations with Russia. The
Russophobe tradition still lingered in this country, and our
Japanese friends had just crushed France's ally to the earth.
To grasp the situation we must know something of the
character both of the country and of its ruler. Nicholas II
(1894-1917) was a well-meaning, simple-minded, deeply
religious man. He had been brought up to believe that his
autocratic power was a sacred trust to preserve Russia from the
contamination that was falling upon Western democracies; and
the danger of assassination kept him in closely guarded se-
clusion which made him entirely ignorant of what his people
were doing, saying and suffering. Russia had no parliament,
no cabinet: his will was law for his 150,000,000 subjects ; but
he was surrounded by intriguing Grand Dukes and officials,
and was much under the influence of the Czarina, who was as
ignorant and narrow-minded as himself.
The Dual Alliance, completed at the beginning of his reign,
led to vast sums of French money being invested in Russia—
some of it in strategic railways towards the western frontier, but
much in stimulating the rising industries. As elsewhere,
industrialism led to social discontents, and especially to bitter-
ness against the arbitrary rule and shameless corruption of the
Czar's officials. The Government regarded criticism—par-
ticularly in the form of a demand for constitutional rule—as
tantamount to high treason. A crushing censorship prevented
the circulation of any book or journal suspected of a " liberal **
tendency. The all-pervading secret police kept a close watch on
anyone suspected of " advanced " ideas. In the year 1902 over

